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(57) ABSTRACT

Methods, systems, and devices are described for assisting
discovery of a wireless local area network (WL AN). A timing
reference originating from a first radio technology is identi-
fied by a user equipment (UE). A WLAN receiver of the UE
is woken up according to a beacon transmission schedule to
listen for a beacon on the WLAN. The first radio technology
is a non-WLAN radio technology, and the beacon transmis-
sion schedule is based at least in part on the timing reference.
The timing reference originating from the first radio technol-
ogy is identified by a Wireless Access Point (WAP). The WAP
broadcasts a beacon on the WLAN according to the beacon
transmission schedule.
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WIRELESS LOCAL AREA NETWORK
DISCOVERY USING NON-WLAN TIMING
REFERENCE

CROSS REFERENCES

The present Application for Patent claims priority benefit
to U.S. Provisional Patent Application No. 61/691,942,
entitled “Passive Wi-Fi Scan Using Cellular Timing” by Mey-
lan et al., filed Aug. 22, 2012, and assigned to the assignee
hereof.

BACKGROUND

Many mobile devices are capable of connecting to Wireless
Access Points (WAPs) to transmit and receive data. Before
connecting to a WAP, a mobile device may conduct a search
to discover WAPs within range of the mobile device. Conven-
tional methods for discovering WAPs include passive scan-
ning and active scanning.

In passive scanning (also known as beacon scanning), a
mobile device may dwell on each channel of a Wireless Local
Area Network (WLAN) and wait to receive a beacon from a
WAP on each channel. The mobile device may dwell on each
channel for a time between a minimum and maximum limit.
Inactive scanning (also known as probe scanning), the mobile
device may broadcast a single probe request (e.g., on a given
channel) and wait for a response from WAPs within range of
the mobile device.

In a typical WAP discovery process using passive or active
scanning, the mobile device may spend a good portion of its
power transmitting probe requests to, or listening for beacons
or responses from, WAPs that either are nonexistent or do not
ultimately establish a connection with the mobile device.
Because the radio resources used to transmit and receive
wireless communications may consume a significant amount
of power, searching for WLAN access points using these
conventional methods may be power inefficient and may
shorten the usable battery life of the mobile device.

SUMMARY

The described features generally relate to one or more
systems, methods, and/or apparatuses for assisting discovery
of a WLAN. On the user equipment (UE) side, the UE may
identify a timing reference originating from a first radio tech-
nology and may wake a WLAN receiver according to a bea-
con transmission schedule to listen for a beacon on the
WLAN. The first radio technology may be a non-WLAN
radio technology, and the beacon transmission schedule may
be based at least in part on the timing reference. On the WAP
side, the WAP may identify a timing reference originating
from the first radio technology and may broadcast a beacon on
achannel of the WL AN according to the beacon transmission
schedule.

A method for assisting discovery of a WLAN is described.
In one configuration, a user equipment (UE) may identify a
timing reference originating from a first radio technology,
wherein the first radio technology may be a non-WLAN radio
technology. A WLAN receiver may then be woke according
to a beacon transmission schedule to listen for a beacon on the
WLAN. The beacon transmission schedule may be based at
least in part on the timing reference.

In some embodiments, the beacon transmission schedule
may indicate when a beacon transmission period occurs on
the WLAN.
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2

In other embodiments, a beacon may be received from a
first WAP in a first WLAN during one or more beacon trans-
mission periods, and a connection may be established with
the first WAP in the WLAN.

In some configurations, a plurality of beacons may be
received during a single beacon transmission period. The
plurality of beacons may be received from a plurality of
WAPs in a first WLAN.

In some embodiments, the WLAN receiver may be
returned to a sleep state following the beacon transmission
period.

In other embodiments, the beacon transmission period may
correspond to a first channel of operation of the WLAN, and
the WL AN receiver may be kept awake during a second
beacon transmission period corresponding to a second chan-
nel of operation of the WLAN. The second beacon transmis-
sion period may follow the first beacon transmission period.
In some cases, the WLAN receiver may be also kept awake
during an offset between the beacon transmission period and
the second beacon transmission period. The offset may be
based on at least a time to tune the WLAN receiver from the
first channel to the second channel.

In some configurations, the beacon transmission schedule
may be received from a source including the non-WLAN
radio technology.

In other configurations, the timing reference may be trans-
mitted to one or more WAPs in a first WLAN.

In still other configurations, the timing reference may be a
timing of a cellular network or a satellite network.

In some embodiments, a beacon receipt time of a beacon
received via the WLAN receiver from a first WAP may be
recorded; a beacon timing correction may be computed based
on the beacon receipt time and a beacon transmission time
indicated by the beacon transmission schedule; and the bea-
con timing correction may be transmitted.

In other embodiments, a beacon receipt time of a beacon
received via the WLAN receiver from a first WAP may be
recorded; a beacon timing correction may be computed based
on the beacon receipt time and a beacon transmission time
indicated by the beacon transmission schedule; a magnitude
of'the beacon timing correction may be compared to a thresh-
old; and the beacon timing correction may be transmitted
when the magnitude of the beacon timing correction exceeds
the threshold.

In some configurations, the timing reference may be
selected from among a plurality of available timing refer-
ences.

A UE for assisting discovery of a WLAN is also described.
The UE may include a processor, a memory in electronic
communication with the processor, and instructions stored in
the memory. The instructions may be executable by the pro-
cessor to identify a timing reference originating from a first
radio technology. A WLAN receiver may then be woke
according to a beacon transmission schedule to listen for a
beacon on the WLAN. The first radio technology may be a
non-WLAN radio technology. The beacon transmission
schedule may be based at least in part on the timing reference.

In some embodiments, the beacon transmission schedule
may indicate when a beacon transmission period occurs on
the WLAN.

In other embodiments, the instructions may be executable
by the processor to receive a beacon from a first WAP in a first
WLAN during one or more beacon transmission periods, and
establish a connection with the first WAP in the WLAN.

In some configurations, the instructions may be executable
by the processor to receive a plurality of beacons during a
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single beacon transmission period. The plurality of beacons
may be received from a plurality of WAPs in a first WLAN.

In some embodiments, the instructions may be executable
by the processor to return the WLAN receiver to a sleep state
following the beacon transmission period.

In other embodiments, the beacon transmission period may
correspond to a first channel of operation of the WLAN, and
the instructions may be executable by the processor to keep
the WLAN receiver wake during a second beacon transmis-
sion period corresponding to a second channel of operation of
the WLAN. The second beacon transmission period may
follow the first beacon transmission period. In some cases, the
instructions may also be executable by the processor to keep
the WL AN receiver awake during an offset between the bea-
con transmission period and the second beacon transmission
period. The offset may be based on at least a time to tune the
WLAN receiver from the first channel to the second channel.

In some configurations, the instructions may be executable
by the processor to receive the beacon transmission schedule
from a source including the non-WLAN radio technology.

In other configurations, the instructions may be executable
by the processor to transmit the timing reference to one or
more WAPs in a first WLAN.

In still other configurations, the timing reference may be a
timing of a cellular network or a satellite network.

In some embodiments, the instructions may be executable
by the processor to record a beacon receipt time of a beacon
received via the WLAN receiver from a first WAP; compute a
beacon timing correction based on the beacon receipt time
and a beacon transmission time indicated by the beacon trans-
mission schedule; and transmit the beacon timing correction.

In other embodiments, the instructions may be executable
by the processor to record a beacon receipt time of a beacon
received via the WLAN receiver from a first WAP; compute a
beacon timing correction based on the beacon receipt time
and a beacon transmission time indicated by the beacon trans-
mission schedule; compare a magnitude of the beacon timing
correction to a threshold; and transmit the beacon timing
correction when the magnitude of the beacon timing correc-
tion exceeds the threshold.

In some configurations, the instructions may be executable
by the processor to select the timing reference from among a
plurality of available timing references.

Another UE for assisting discovery of a WLAN is also
described. In one configuration, the UE may include a means
for identifying a timing reference originating from a first
radio technology. The first radio technology may be a non-
WLAN radio technology. The UE may also include a means
for waking a WL AN receiver according to a beacon transmis-
sion schedule to listen for a beacon on the WLAN. The
beacon transmission schedule may be based at least in part on
the timing reference.

In some embodiments, the beacon transmission schedule
may indicate when a beacon transmission period occurs on
the WLAN.

In other embodiments, the UE may further include a means
for receiving a beacon from a first WAP in a first WLAN
during one or more beacon transmission periods, and a means
for establishing a connection with the first WAP in the
WLAN.

In still other embodiments, the UE may further include a
means for returning the WLAN receiver to a sleep state fol-
lowing the beacon transmission period.

In some configurations, the timing reference may be a
timing of a cellular network or a satellite network.

A computer program product for assisting discovery of a
WLAN is also described. The computer program product
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may include a non-transitory computer-readable medium
storing instructions executable by a processor to: identify, by
a UE, a timing reference originating from a first radio tech-
nology, and wake a WLAN receiver according to a beacon
transmission schedule to listen for a beacon on the WLAN.
The first radio technology may be a non-WLAN radio tech-
nology. The beacon transmission schedule may be based at
least in part on the timing reference.

In some embodiments, the beacon transmission schedule
may indicate when a beacon transmission period occurs on
the WLAN.

In other embodiments, the instructions may be executable
by the processor to receive a beacon from a first wireless
access point (WAP) in a first WLAN during one or more
beacon transmission periods, and establish a connection with
the first WAP in the WLAN.

In still other embodiments, the instructions may be execut-
able by the processor to return the WLAN receiver to a sleep
state following the beacon transmission period.

In some configurations, the timing reference may be a
timing of a cellular network or a satellite network.

Another method for assisting discovery of a WLAN is also
described. In some configurations, a timing reference origi-
nating from a first radio technology may be identified. A
beacon is then broadcast on the WL AN according to a beacon
transmission schedule. The first radio technology may be a
non-WLAN radio technology. The beacon transmission
schedule may be based at least in part on the timing reference.

In some embodiments, the timing reference may be
received from a source including the non-WLAN radio tech-
nology.

In other embodiments, the timing reference may be
received from a back-end server according to a network time
protocol (NTP).

In some configurations, the timing reference may be
received on the WLAN from a UE.

In some embodiments, the beacon transmission schedule
may be received from a source including the non-WLAN
radio technology.

In some cases, the beacon transmission schedule may be
broadcast to one or more UEs using the non-WLAN radio
technology.

In some embodiments, the beacon transmission schedule
may indicate when a beacon transmission period occurs on
the WLAN;, and one of a plurality of time slots within the
beacon transmission period may be selected to broadcast the
beacon. The beacon may then be inserted into the selected
time slot. Selecting one of the plurality of time slots may
include performing a hash function on a media access control
(MAC) address.

In other embodiments, the beacon transmission schedule
may indicate when a beacon transmission period occurs on
the WL AN, and broadcasting the beacon may include broad-
casting the beacon at a random time within the beacon trans-
mission period.

In some embodiments, a beacon timing correction may be
received, and the beacon may be broadcast according to the
beacon timing correction.

In still other embodiments, the timing reference may be a
timing of a cellular network or a satellite network.

In some configurations, the timing reference may be
selected from among a plurality of available timing refer-
ences.

A WAP for assisting discovery of a WLAN is also
described. In some configurations, the WAP may include a
processor, a memory in electronic communication with the
processor; and instructions stored in the memory. The instruc-
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tions may be executable by the processor to identify a timing
reference originating from a first radio technology and broad-
cast a beacon on the WLAN according to a beacon transmis-
sion schedule. The first radio technology may be a non-
WLAN radio technology. The beacon transmission schedule
may be based at least in part on the timing reference.

In some embodiments, the instructions may be executable
by the processor to receive the timing reference from a source
comprising the non-WLAN radio technology.

In other embodiments, the instructions may be executable
by the processor to receive the timing reference from a back-
end server according to a NTP.

In still other embodiments, the instructions may be execut-
able by the processor to receive the timing reference on the
WLAN from a UE.

In some configurations, the instructions may be executable
by the processor to receive the beacon transmission schedule
from a source.

Further scope of the applicability of the described methods
and apparatuses will become apparent from the following
detailed description, claims, and drawings. The detailed
description and specific examples are given by way of illus-
tration only, since various changes and modifications within
the spirit and scope of the description will become apparent to
those skilled in the art.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

A further understanding of the nature and advantages of the
present systems and methods may be realized by reference to
the following drawings. In the appended figures, similar com-
ponents or features may have the same reference label. Fur-
ther, various components of the same type may be distin-
guished by following the reference label by a dash and a
second label that distinguishes among the similar compo-
nents. If only the first reference label is used in the specifica-
tion, the description is applicable to any one of the similar
components having the same first reference label irrespective
of the second reference label.

FIG. 1 shows a block diagram of an example of a wireless
communications system;

FIG. 2 shows a block diagram illustrating a device for
assisting WLAN discovery in accordance with various
embodiments;

FIG. 3 shows a block diagram illustrating another device
for assisting WLAN discovery in accordance with various
embodiments;

FIG. 4 shows a block diagram illustrating yet another
device for assisting WLAN discovery in accordance with
various embodiments;

FIG. 5 shows a block diagram illustrating still another
device for assisting WLAN discovery in accordance with
various embodiments;

FIG. 6 shows a block diagram illustrating another device
for assisting WLAN discovery in accordance with various
embodiments;

FIG. 7 shows a block diagram illustrating yet another
device for assisting WLAN discovery in accordance with
various embodiments;

FIG. 8 shows a block diagram of an example of a receiver
module;

FIG. 9 shows a block diagram of an example of a transmit-
ter module;

FIG. 10 shows a block diagram of another example of a
wireless communications system for assisting discovery of a
WLAN;
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FIG. 11 shows a block diagram of yet another example of
a wireless communications system for assisting discovery of
a WLAN;

FIG. 12 shows a block diagram of an example UE for
assisting discovery of a WLAN;

FIG. 13 is a flow chart illustrating an example of a method
for assisting discovery of a WLAN;

FIG. 14 is a flow chart illustrating one example of a more
detailed implementation of the method shown in FIG. 13;

FIG. 15 is a flow chart illustrating one example of a method
for assisting discovery of a WLAN;

FIG. 16 is a flow chart illustrating one example of a more
detailed implementation of the method shown in FIG. 15; and

FIG. 17 is a flow chart illustrating another example of a
more detailed implementation of the method shown in FIG.
15.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Management of WLAN discovery in a wireless communi-
cations system is described. In a wireless communications
system having WAPs and UEs capable of communicating via
a WLAN, discovery of the WLAN by the UEs may be made
more efficient by using a timing reference originating from a
non-WLAN radio technology such as, but not limited to, a
cellular network or a satellite network (e.g., a Global Posi-
tioning System (GPS)). In one example, a WAP may identify
or receive the timing reference and use it to broadcast a
beacon on the WL AN according to a beacon transmission
schedule that is based at least in part on the timing reference.
Likewise, a UE may identify the timing reference and use it to
wake a WLAN receiver of the UE according to the beacon
transmission schedule. Because the timing reference origi-
nates from a non-WLAN radio technology, the UE may be
able to acquire the timing reference more efficiently, and in
advance of when it needs to listen for a beacon on the WLAN,
thereby enabling the UE to wake the WLAN receiver during
a smaller time window around the time it expects the WAP to
broadcast its beacon, thereby conserving the UE’s power.

The following description provides examples, and is not
limiting of the scope, applicability, or configuration set forth
in the claims. Changes may be made in the function and
arrangement of elements discussed without departing from
the spirit and scope of the disclosure. Various embodiments
may omit, substitute, or add various procedures or compo-
nents as appropriate. For instance, the methods described
may be performed in an order different from that described,
and various steps may be added, omitted, or combined. Also,
features described with respect to certain embodiments may
be combined in other embodiments.

Referring first to FIG. 1, a block diagram illustrates an
example of a wireless communications system 100 in accor-
dance with various embodiments. The system 100 includes
components capable of communicating via a WLAN radio
technology (e.g., a WLAN 155) and components capable of
communicating via a non-WLAN radio technology (e.g., a
cellular network 130). Some components are capable of com-
municating via both radio technologies.

The components capable of communicating via the cellular
network 130 include base stations 105 (or cells), UEs 115, a
base station controller 120, WAPs 140, and a core network
125. In some embodiments, the controller 120 may be inte-
grated into the core network 125, and in other embodiments,
the controller 120 may be integrated into base stations 105.
The components capable of communicating via the WLAN
155 may include the WAPs 140, some or all of the UEs 115,
the core network 125, and an access network 145.
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The UEs 115 may be variously referred to as mobile
devices, mobile stations, access terminals (ATs), subscriber
units, stations (STAB), or subscriber stations (SSs). The UEs
115 may include cellular phones, wireless communications
devices, personal digital assistants (PDAs), smartphones, tab-
lets, other handheld devices, netbooks, notebook computers,
or any type of wireless or mobile communications device.
Some of the UEs 115 may be capable of communicating via
both the cellular network 130 and the WLAN 155.

The cellular network 130 may support operation on mul-
tiple carriers (waveform signals of different carrier frequen-
cies). Multi-carrier transmitters may transmit modulated sig-
nals simultaneously on the multiple carriers. Each modulated
signal may be a Code Division Multiple Access (CDMA)
signal, Time Division Multiple Access (IDMA) signal, Fre-
quency Division Multiple Access (FDMA) signal, Orthogo-
nal FDMA (OFDMA) signal, Single-Carrier FDMA (SC-
FDMA) signal, etc. Each modulated signal may be sent on a
different carrier and may carry control information (e.g., pilot
signals), overhead information, data, etc. The cellular net-
work 130 may be a multi-carrier Long Term Evolution (LTE)
network capable of efficiently allocating network resources.

The base stations 105 may wirelessly communicate with
the UEs 115 via respective base station antennas. The base
stations 105 may be configured to communicate with the UEs
115 under the control of the controller 120 via multiple car-
riers. Each of the base stations 105 may provide communica-
tion coverage for a respective geographic area. In some
embodiments, a base station 105 may be referred to as a
NodeB, eNodeB, Home NodeB, and/or Home eNodeB. The
coverage area for each base station 105 is identified as 110-a,
110-4, or 110-c. The coverage area for a base station may be
divided into sectors (not shown, but making up only a portion
of the coverage area). The base stations 105 may operate
synchronously (i.e., in accordance with a common timing) or
asynchronously (i.e., in accordance with independent tim-
ings). The system 100 may include base stations 105 of dif-
ferent types (e.g., macro, micro, femto, and/or pico base
stations).

When a UE 115 is within range of a base station 105, the
UE 115 and base station 105 may communicate using trans-
missions 135. The transmissions 135 may include uplink
and/or reverse link transmission, from a UE 115 to a base
station 105, and/or downlink and/or forward link transmis-
sions, from a base station 105 to a UE 115.

The WAPs 140 allow those of the UEs 115 that are capable
of communicating via a WLAN 155 to wirelessly access an
access network 145. The access network 145 may be con-
nected to the core network 125 and thereby provide access to
the core network 125; or in some embodiments, the WAPs
140 may directly access the core network 125. In certain
examples, multiple WAPs 140 may provide access to the
same access network 145 or core network 125. Additionally
or alternatively, different WAPs 140 may provide access to
different access networks or core networks (or more gener-
ally, to other types of packet data networks).

The WAPs 140 may wirelessly communicate with the UEs
115 via respective WAP antennas and may support operation
on multiple carriers. In some embodiments, the WAPs 140
may communicate with the UEs 115 using a version of the
IEEE 802.11 standards maintained by the Institute of Elec-
trical and Electronics Engineers, and/or another radio tech-
nology related to WLANSs. Each of the WAPs 140 may pro-
vide communication coverage for a respective geographic
area. The coverage area for each WAP 140 is identified as
150-a, 150-5, or 150-c.
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When a UE 115 is within range of a WAP 140, the UE 115
and WAP 140 may communicate using transmissions 160.
The transmissions 160 may include transmissions from a UE
115 to a WAP 140 and/or transmissions from a WAP 140 to a
UE 115.

Some WAPs 140, such as WAP 140-q, may also commu-
nicate with components of the cellular network 130. For
example, the WAP 140-¢ is shown to communicate with a
base station 105 via transmissions 135, and with a UE 115-a
via transmissions 160. Other WAPs 140, such as WAP 140-5,
may not communicate via the cellular network 130.

While the base station coverage areas 110 are shown to be
substantially uniform across the cellular network 130, and the
WARP coverage areas 150 are shown to be substantially uni-
form across the WLAN 155, the sizes of different coverage
areas 110 and different coverage areas 150 may vary based on
a number of factors, including the transmission powers of
different base stations 105 and WAPs 140, the sizes and types
of antennas associated with different base stations 105 and
WAPs 140, the geographical characteristics of the locations
of different base stations 105 and WAPs 140, and other fac-
tors. In certain examples, the coverage areas of different base
stations 105 and/or WAPs 140 may overlap. It should be
further understood that while the sizes and shapes of the
coverage areas 110, 150 are generalized for all UEs 115 for
the sake of clarity, the sizes and shapes of the coverage areas
110, 150 as seen from the perspective of different UEs 115
may vary.

Each UE 115 may be capable of associating with one or
more base stations 105 or WAPs 140 within range of the UE
115. As shown in FIG. 1, different base stations 105 or WAPs
140 may be within range of a UE 115 as the UE 115 is moved
within and outside of the system 100. For example, UE 115-a
may be within the coverage area 110-c of a base station 105
and within the coverage area 150-a of a WAP 140. However,
as the UE 115-a is moved within or outside of the system 100,
the UE 115-a may at times be within the coverage areas of
different base stations 105 and/or WAPs 140, or within the
coverage area of no base station 105 or WAP 140. A UE 115
may or may not associate with a base station 105 or WAP 140
that provides coverage for the UE 115. Alternately, a UE 115
may associate with two or more base stations 105 and/or
WAPs 140 simultaneously.

For a UE 115 capable of communicating via both WLAN
and non-WLAN radio technologies, the time and power
required to discover and establish communication with the
different radio technologies may vary significantly. For
example, the time and power required for the UE 115 to
discover and establish communication with a cellular net-
work 130 may be orders of magnitude smaller than the time
and power required to discover and establish communication
with a WLAN 155. This is due to the inherent design of
cellular systems and their support of efficient cell search, the
tight synchronization that exists between cellular network
components, and the need for UEs to scan for WL AN beacons
of unknown identity and timing before synchronizing and
establishing communication with a WLAN 155. Traditional
forms of passive and active beacon scanning are time and
power intensive. Discovering and establishing communica-
tion via certain radio technologies, such as a WLAN radio
technology, can therefore be undesirable in terms of a user’s
experience—and often most notably in terms of diminished
stand-by power (battery life) of the user’s UE 115.

Referring now to FIG. 2, a block diagram illustrates a
device 200 that may assist discovery of a WLAN, and enable
more efficient discovery of a WLAN, in accordance with
various embodiments. The device 200 may be an example of
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one or more aspects of WAPs 140, base stations 105, and/or
UEs 115 described with reference to FIG. 1. The device 200
may also be a processor. The device 200 may include a
receiver module 205, a WL AN discovery module 210, and/or
a transmitter module 215. Each of these components may be
in communication with each other.

The components of the device 200 may, individually or
collectively, be implemented with one or more application-
specific integrated circuits (ASICs) adapted to perform some
or all of the applicable functions in hardware. Alternatively,
the functions may be performed by one or more other pro-
cessing units (or cores), on one or more integrated circuits. In
other embodiments, other types of integrated circuits may be
used (e.g., Structured/Platform ASICs, Field Programmable
Gate Arrays (FPGAs), and other Semi-Custom ICs), which
may be programmed in any manner known in the art. The
functions of each unit may also be implemented, in whole or
in part, with instructions embodied in a memory, formatted to
be executed by one or more general or application-specific
processors.

In some embodiments, the device 200 may be an example
of a WAP, such as one of the WAPs 140 shown in FIG. 1. Inan
example of such embodiments, the WLAN discovery module
210 may identify a timing reference originating from a non-
WLAN radio technology (a first radio technology). After
identifying the timing reference, the WL AN discovery mod-
ule 210 may broadcast a beacon on a WLAN according to a
beacon transmission schedule. The beacon transmission
schedule may be based at least in part on the timing reference,
and may indicate when a beacon transmission period or trans-
mission time occurs on the WLAN. The beacon transmission
schedule may be statically programmed into the device 200
(e.g., atthe time of manufacture or purchase). Alternately, the
beacon transmission schedule may be locally generated by
the device 200, or received by the device 200 from another
source, such as one of the base stations 105, the controller
120, the core network 125, or the access network 145 shown
in FIG. 1. The WLAN (a second radio technology) may be
one of the WLANs 155 shown in FIG. 1.

The beacon may be broadcast via the transmitter module
215, and may ultimately be received by one or more UEs such
as the UEs 115 of FIG. 1. In this manner, UEs capable of
communicating via WLAN and non-WLAN radio technolo-
gies may employ the non-WLAN radio technology to receive
a timing reference also provided to one or more UEs 115,
thereby enabling the UEs 115 to, in some cases, receive the
timing reference independently of the WAP 140 or WLAN
155, and in some cases receive the timing reference before a
UE 115 is within range of the WAP 140. When used in
conjunction with the beacon transmission schedule, which is
based on the timing reference, the UE 115 may determine
when, or approximately when, the WAP’s beacon will be
broadcast. The UE 115 may narrow the time window over
which it passively scans for the WAP’s beacon. This may
increase the efficiency of the passive scan and provide time
and power savings to the UE 115.

In other embodiments, the device 200 may be an example
of'a UE, such as one of the mobile devices 115. In an example
of'these embodiments, the WL AN discovery module 210 may
identify a timing reference originating from a non-WLAN
radio technology (a first radio technology) via the receiver
module 205. The WLAN discovery module 210 may then
wake a WLAN receiver of the receiver module 205 according
to a beacon transmission schedule to listen for a beacon on a
WLAN such as one of the WLANSs 155 shown in FIG. 1. The
beacon transmission schedule may be statically programmed
in a UE 115 (e.g., at the time of manufacture or purchase), or
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may be dynamically received from a source such as one of the
base stations 105 shown in FIG. 1.

In still other embodiments, the device 200 may be an
example of a network system or apparatus, such as a base
station 105 or the network controller 120 shown in FIG. 1. In
an example of such embodiments, the WL AN discovery mod-
ule 210 may identify a common timing reference for use by
one or more WAPs 140 and one or more UEs 115. The timing
reference may be broadcast or otherwise transmitted to the
WAP(s) 140 and UE(s) 115 via the transmitter module 215,
and may be broadcast or otherwise transmitted using a non-
WLAN radio technology, such as the cellular network 130
shown in FIG. 1. The network system or apparatus may, in
some embodiments, also broadcast or otherwise transmit a
beacon transmission schedule to the one or more WAPs 140
and one or more UEs 115. The beacon transmission schedule
may be based at least in part on the timing reference. In this
manner, the network system or apparatus may enable a UE
115 to narrow the time window over which the UE passively
scans for a WAP’s beacon. Optionally, the network system or
apparatus may employ the receiver module 205 to receive
information that assists it in identifying the timing reference
or determining the beacon transmission schedule.

Turning now to FIG. 3, ablock diagram illustrates a device
300, such as a WAP, for assisting WLAN discovery in accor-
dance with various embodiments. The device 300 may be an
example of a WAP 140 described with reference to FIG. 1 or
a device 200 described with reference to FIG. 2. The device
300 may also be a processor. The device 300 may include a
receiver module 205, a WL AN discovery module 210-a, and/
or a transmitter module 215. Each of these components may
be in communication with each other.

The components of the device 300 may, individually or
collectively, be implemented with one or more application-
specific integrated circuits (ASICs) adapted to perform some
or all of the applicable functions in hardware. Alternatively,
the functions may be performed by one or more other pro-
cessing units (or cores), on one or more integrated circuits. In
other embodiments, other types of integrated circuits may be
used (e.g., Structured/Platform ASICs, Field Programmable
Gate Arrays (FPGAs), and other Semi-Custom ICs), which
may be programmed in any manner known in the art. The
functions of each unit may also be implemented, in whole or
in part, with instructions embodied in a memory, formatted to
be executed by one or more general or application-specific
processors.

The WL AN discovery module 210-a@ may include a timing
reference identification module 305 and a beacon broadcast
module 310. The timing reference identification module 305
may identify a timing reference originating from a non-
WLAN radio technology (e.g., a cellular network or a satellite
network). In some cases, the timing reference may be or
include timing information, signals or messages received via
the receiver module 205. The information, signals or mes-
sages may provide an explicit or implicit timing reference. In
the latter case, and by way of example, usable timing infor-
mation may be computed, interpreted or derived. In an LTE
embodiment, the timing reference may be the timing of a
signaling frame such as a superframe boundary (i.e., a type of
cellular timing) combined with a superframe number (SFN).
The timing reference may also, and in some cases, be received
from a back-end server or from a UE 115 on the WLAN.
When received from a back-end server, the timing reference
may in some cases be received according to a network time
protocol (NTP).

When the timing reference is received via the receiver
module 205, it may be received in conjunction with a propa-
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gation delay not experienced by its source (e.g., an eNB 105
or satellite). It may also be received in conjunction with a
propagation delay that differs from the propagation delay
experienced by other WAPs and/or UEs 115 receiving the
timing reference. As a result, the timing reference identifica-
tion module 305 may, in some embodiments, synchronize a
received timing reference with the timing reference’s source
(e.g., an eNB 105 or satellite). Synchronization may include,
for example, advancing the timing reference by the amount of
a propagation delay between its source and a component of
the WAP (e.g., the receiver module 205).

The propagation delay may be obtained, for instance, from
a LTE Random Access Channel Response, and more particu-
larly, from the Timing Advance information element of the
LTE Random Access Channel Response. In other embodi-
ments, and by way of further example, the propagation delay
may be estimated by the physical layer of the receiver module
205.

In other embodiments, the WAP may forego synchroniza-
tion with the source of the timing reference, and instead
synchronize transmission of a beacon to a local reception
time of the timing reference. These embodiments may be
useful when the UEs 115 served by a WAP are physically
close to the WAP, such that their timing reference reception
times are close to the WAP’s timing reference reception time.

‘When more than one timing reference is available to a WAP
(e.g., from an eNB1, eNB2 and eNB3), the WAP may select a
timing reference to synchronize to based on, for example,
which timing reference source provides the strongest signal
in terms of received pilot power or pilot quality (e.g., signal to
noise ratio). Alternatively, the WAP may select the timing
reference source according to a rank of a source identifier,
such as a cell identity. The WAP may then synchronize, for
example, with the source of lowest rank.

In some cases, the timing reference may be received or
sampled at a particular point in time, upon the occurrence of
one or more events, or at regular but infrequent points in time.
The events upon which the timing reference is received or
sampled may include power on or boot events. In other cases,
the timing reference may be received or sampled continu-
ously or at frequent intervals. Regardless, the timing refer-
ence may be used to set or adjust a local clock, counter or
other local timing element of the device 300.

The beacon broadcast module 310 may receive the timing
reference identified by the timing reference identification
module 305, or timing information based on the timing ref-
erence, and may broadcast a beacon ona WL AN according to
a beacon transmission schedule. The beacon transmission
schedule may be based at least in part on the timing reference,
and may indicate when a beacon transmission period or trans-
mission time occurs on the WLAN. For example, in an LTE
embodiment where the timing reference is the timing of a
superframe boundary combined with a SFN, the start of a
beacon transmission period may be tied to the start of the SFN
(e.g., the beacon transmission period may start each time the
SFN modulo 20 is equal to zero).

The beacon transmission schedule may be statically pro-
grammed into the device 300 (e.g., at the time of manufacture
or purchase). Alternately, the beacon transmission schedule
may be locally generated by the device 300, or received by the
device 300 from another source, such as one of the base
stations 105, the core network 125, or the access network 145
shown in FIG. 1. The source may in some cases be a source
including the non-WLAN radio technology. In one embodi-
ment, the beacon transmission schedule may be received via
the receiver module 205. The beacon may be transmitted via
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the transmitter module 215, and in some embodiments, may
be transmitted over a WLAN such as one of the WLANs 155
shown in FIG. 1.

When the device 300 is capable of transmitting data on
multiple channels of operation of the WLAN; the beacon
transmission schedule may define beacon transmission peri-
ods for any one or more of the channels of operation of the
WLAN. In some cases, the beacon transmission schedule
may offset the beacon transmission period of each channel
from the beacon transmission periods of other channels. By
offsetting the beacon transmission periods of different chan-
nels of operation, but keeping the beacon transmission peri-
ods adjacent or nearly adjacent in time, a UE may be able to
sequentially receive a plurality of beacons corresponding to
different channels, beacon overlap may be avoided, and wake
up of the UE’s WLAN receiver may be managed to provide
better power saving (e.g., to extend the battery life of a UE).
The amount of offset may be selected based on, atleast, a time
to tune a WLAN transmitter of a WAP ora WLAN receiver of
the UE from a first channel to a second channel.

The beacon broadcast module 310 may optionally include
a slot selection module 315. The slot selection module 315
may be used to mitigate the chance that two WAPs broadcast
their beacons at substantially the same time. When WAPs
broadcast their beacons at the same time, the beacons may
collide and UEs may be unable to decode the beacons. To
avoid overlap, two or more WAPs that are in proximity to one
another may be configured to broadcast their beacons based
on the same timing reference, beacon transmission schedule
and beacon transmission period, but in different time slots
within the beacon transmission period. The slot selection
module 315 may select one of a plurality of time slots within
the beacon transmission period to broadcast a beacon. In
some examples, the slot selection module 315 may perform a
hash function on a media access control (MAC) address of the
device 300 and may select a time slot based on the hashed
MAC address. The greater the number of time slots, the
greater the likelihood may be that the MAC addresses of any
two devices will hash to different time slots and provide
time-staggered beacons. However, a relatively few number of
time slots may increase the likelihood that beacons of differ-
ent WAPs are sent in quick succession.

In some cases, the beacon transmission schedule may also
be transmitted via the transmitter module 215. The beacon
transmission schedule may in some cases be broadcast on the
WLAN. In other cases, the beacon transmission schedule
may be broadcast to one or more UEs using a non-WLAN
radio technology, such as the non-WLAN radio technology
from which the timing reference originates. In some embodi-
ments, the beacon transmission schedule may be inserted in
an information element (IE) broadcast over a control channel
of a cellular network, such as a system IE broadcast over a
Broadcast Control Channel (BCCH) of an LTE or Global
System for Mobile Communications (GSM) cellular net-
work.

In some embodiments, the device 300 may include com-
ponents operating in accord with a single radio technology
(e.g., a WLAN radio technology), and the timing reference
originating from a non-WLAN radio technology may be con-
verted to a form suitable for receipt and/or identification by
the WLAN radio technology. In other embodiments, the
device may include components operating in accord with first
and second radio technologies, as will be described in more
detail with reference to FIG. 4.

Turning now to FIG. 4, ablock diagram illustrates a device
400, such as a WAP, for assisting WLAN discovery in accor-
dance with various embodiments. The device 400 may be an
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example of a WAP 140 described with reference to FIG. 1
and/or a device 200, 300 described with reference to FIGS. 2
and/or 3. The device 400 may also be a processor. The device
400 may include a receiver module 205, a WLAN discovery
module 210-5, and/or a transmitter module 215. Each ofthese
components may be in communication with each other.

The components of the device 400 may, individually or
collectively, be implemented with one or more application-
specific integrated circuits (ASICs) adapted to perform some
or all of the applicable functions in hardware. Alternatively,
the functions may be performed by one or more other pro-
cessing units (or cores), on one or more integrated circuits. In
other embodiments, other types of integrated circuits may be
used (e.g., Structured/Platform ASICs, Field Programmable
Gate Arrays (FPGAs), and other Semi-Custom ICs), which
may be programmed in any manner known in the art. The
functions of each unit may also be implemented, in whole or
in part, with instructions embodied in a memory, formatted to
be executed by one or more general or application-specific
processors.

The WLAN discovery module 210-6 may include a first
radio technology module 405 and a second radio technology
module 410. The first radio technology module 405 may
include components operating in accord with a non-WLAN
radio technology, such as a cellular network or a satellite
network (e.g., a GPS). In some cases, the first radio technol-
ogy module 405 may include some or all of the components of
a femtocell. The second radio technology module 410 may
include components operating in accord with a WLAN radio
technology.

The first radio technology module 405 may include a tim-
ing reference identification module 305-a that identifies a
timing reference originating from a non-WLAN radio tech-
nology such as a cellular network or a satellite network. The
timing reference identification module 305-a may in some
cases be configured similarly to the timing reference identi-
fication module 305 shown in FIG. 3. The second radio tech-
nology module 410 may include a beacon broadcast module
310-a that broadcasts a beacon on a WLAN according to a
beacon transmission schedule. The beacon transmission
schedule may be based at least in part on the timing reference
identified by the timing reference identification module 305-
a. The beacon transmission module 310-g may in some cases
be configured similarly to the beacon transmission module
310 shown in FIG. 3.

In some embodiments, the first and second radio technol-
ogy modules 405, 410 may generate and exchange signaling
messages. Signaling messages may be generated and
exchanged, for example, to provide a timing reference iden-
tified by the first radio technology module 405 to the second
radio technology module 410, or to synchronize the first and
second radio technology modules 405, 410 based at least in
part on the timing reference.

Turning now to FIG. 5, a block diagram illustrates a device
500, such as a WAP, for assisting WLAN discovery in accor-
dance with various embodiments. The device 500 may be an
example of a WAP 140 described with reference to FIG. 1 or
a device 200 described with reference to FIG. 2, and in some
cases may have components similar to those described with
reference to FIG. 3 or FIG. 4. The device 500 may also be a
processor. The device 500 may include a receiver module
205, a WLAN discovery module 210-¢, and/or a transmitter
module 215. Each of these components may be in communi-
cation with each other.

The components of the device 500 may, individually or
collectively, be implemented with one or more application-
specific integrated circuits (ASICs) adapted to perform some
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or all of the applicable functions in hardware. Alternatively,
the functions may be performed by one or more other pro-
cessing units (or cores), on one or more integrated circuits. In
other embodiments, other types of integrated circuits may be
used (e.g., Structured/Platform ASICs, Field Programmable
Gate Arrays (FPGAs), and other Semi-Custom ICs), which
may be programmed in any manner known in the art. The
functions of each unit may also be implemented, in whole or
in part, with instructions embodied in a memory, formatted to
be executed by one or more general or application-specific
processors.

The WLAN discovery module 210-c may include a timing
reference identification module 305-5, a beacon broadcast
module 310-5, and a timing correction identification module
505. The timing reference identification module 305-b may
identify a timing reference originating from a non-WLAN
radio technology such as a cellular network or a satellite
network, and may in some cases be configured similarly to the
timing reference identification module 305 shown in FIG. 3
or the timing reference identification module 305-a shown in
FIG. 4. The beacon broadcast module 310-5 may broadcast a
beacon on a WLAN according to a beacon transmission
schedule. The beacon transmission schedule may be based at
least in part on the timing reference identified by the timing
reference identification module 305-b. The beacon transmis-
sion module 310-b may in some cases be configured similarly
to the beacon transmission module 310 shown in FIG. 3 or the
beacon transmission module 310-a shown in FIG. 4.

The timing correction identification module 505 may
receive a beacon timing correction from a UE, base station or
other device, such as one of the UEs 115, base stations 105 or
other devices shown in FIG. 1. The beacon timing correction
may indicate, for example, a timing difference between i) a
beacon transmission time indicated by the beacon timing
reference and the beacon transmission schedule, and ii) a
beacon receipt time or times (e.g., an average receipt time)
recorded by one or more UEs 115. The beacon timing cor-
rection may in some cases be received in a message, which
message may be received by the receiver module 205. The
timing correction identification module 505 may provide the
identified beacon timing correction to the beacon broadcast
module 310-b, which may in turn broadcast a beacon accord-
ing to the beacon timing correction (e.g., by accelerating or
retarding the beacon transmission time). By broadcasting a
beacon in accordance with the beacon timing correction, the
device 500 may account for skew or other timing irregulari-
ties in the timing reference, or delays inherent in the circuitry
or processes of the device 500.

Turning now to FIG. 6, a block diagram illustrates a device
600, such as a UE, for assisting WLAN discovery in accor-
dance with various embodiments. The device 600 may be an
example of a UE 115 described with reference to FIG. 1 or a
device 200 described with reference to FIG. 2. The device 600
may also include components similar to the components
described with reference to the devices 300, 400, and/or 500
of FIGS. 3, 4, and/or 5. The device 600 may also be a proces-
sor. The device 600 may include a receiver module 205-a, a
WLAN discovery module 210-d, and/or a transmitter module
215. Each of these components may be in communication
with each other.

The components of the device 600 may, individually or
collectively, be implemented with one or more application-
specific integrated circuits (ASICs) adapted to perform some
or all of the applicable functions in hardware. Alternatively,
the functions may be performed by one or more other pro-
cessing units (or cores), on one or more integrated circuits. In
other embodiments, other types of integrated circuits may be
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used (e.g., Structured/Platform ASICs, Field Programmable
Gate Arrays (FPGAs), and other Semi-Custom ICs), which
may be programmed in any manner known in the art. The
functions of each unit may also be implemented, in whole or
in part, with instructions embodied in a memory, formatted to
be executed by one or more general or application-specific
processors.

The WLAN discovery module 210-4 may include a timing
reference identification module 305-c, a WLAN wake up
module 610, and a WLAN connection module 620. The tim-
ing reference identification module 305-c may identify a tim-
ing reference originating from a non-WLAN radio technol-
ogy (e.g., a cellular network or a satellite network). In some
cases, the timing reference may be or include timing infor-
mation, signals or messages received via the receiver module
205-a. The information, signals or messages may provide an
explicit or implicit timing reference. In the latter case, and by
way of example, usable timing information may need to be
computed, interpreted or derived. In an LTE embodiment, the
timing reference may be the timing of a signaling frame such
as a superframe boundary (i.e., a type of cellular timing)
combined with a SFN.

When the timing reference is received via the receiver
module 205-a, it may be received in conjunction with a propa-
gation delay not experienced by its source (e.g., an eNB 105
or satellite). It may also be received in conjunction with a
propagation delay that differs from the propagation delay
experienced by other UEs 115 and/or WAPs receiving the
timing reference. As a result, the timing reference identifica-
tion module 305-¢ may, in some embodiments, synchronize a
received timing reference with the timing reference’s source
(e.g., an eNB 105 or satellite). Synchronization may include,
for example, advancing the timing reference by the amount of
a propagation delay between its source and a component of
the WAP (e.g., the receiver module 205-a).

The propagation delay may be obtained, for instance, from
a LTE Random Access Channel Response, and more particu-
larly, from the Timing Advance information element of the
LTE Random Access Channel Response. In other embodi-
ments, and by way of further example, the propagation delay
may be estimated by the physical layer of the receiver module
205-a.

In other embodiments, a UE 115 may forego synchroniza-
tion with the source of the timing reference, and instead
synchronize receipt of a beacon to a local reception time of
the timing reference. These embodiments may be useful
when a UE 115 is physically close to a WAP, such that its
timing reference reception times are close to the WAP’s tim-
ing reference reception time.

When more than one timing reference is available to a UE
115 (e.g., from an eNB1, eNB2 and eNB3), the UE 115 may
select a timing reference to synchronize to based on, for
example, which timing reference source provides the stron-
gest signal in terms of received pilot power or pilot quality
(e.g., signal to noise ratio). Alternatively, the UE may select
the timing reference source according to a rank of a source
identifier, such as a cell identity. The UE 115 may then syn-
chronize, for example, with the source of lowest rank.

In some cases, the timing reference may be received or
sampled at a particular point in time, upon the occurrence of
one or more events, or at regular but infrequent points in time.
The events upon which the timing reference is received or
sampled may include power on or boot events, or a need to
scan for WAPs within range. In other cases, the timing refer-
ence may be received or sampled continuously or at frequent
intervals. Regardless, the timing reference may be used to set
or adjust a local clock, counter or other local timing element
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of'the device 600. In some cases, the timing reference may be
transmitted to one or more WAPs (e.g., WAPs in a first or
multiple WLANs) via the transmitter module 215.

The WLAN wake up module 610 may receive the timing
reference identified by the timing reference identification
module 305-¢, or timing information based on the timing
reference, and may wake a WLAN receiver 615 of the
receiver module 205-a according to a beacon transmission
schedule. The beacon transmission schedule may be based at
least in part on the timing reference, and may indicate when a
beacon transmission period occurs on the WLAN. For
example, in an LTE embodiment where the timing reference
is the timing of a superframe boundary combined with a SFN,
the start of the beacon transmission period may be tied to the
start of the SFN (e.g., the beacon transmission period may
start each time the SFN modulo 20 is equal to zero).

The beacon transmission schedule may be statically pro-
grammed into the device 600 (e.g., at the time of manufacture
or purchase). Alternately, the beacon transmission schedule
may be received by the device 600 from another source, such
as one of the base stations 105, the core network 125, or the
access network 145 shown in FIG. 1. The source may in some
cases be a source comprising the non-WLAN radio technol-
ogy. In some cases, the beacon transmission schedule may be
received via the receiver module 205-a.

The WLAN wake up module 610 may wake part or all of
the receiver module 205-a to listen for a WAP beacon, but
may typically wake at least part of the WL AN receiver 615.
The WLAN wake up module 610 may return the WLAN
receiver 615 to a sleep state following one or more beacon
transmission periods defined by the beacon transmission
schedule. In some cases, return of the WLAN receiver 615 to
the sleep state may be managed by a timer. By way of
example, the duration of the timer may be set by the UE 115
or based on information received via the receiver module
205-a.

While awake, the WLAN receiver 615 may receive one or
more beacons from one or more WAPs. In some cases, the
WLAN receiver 615 may receive a beacon from a first WAP
in a first WLAN during one or more beacon transmission
periods. The WL AN connection module 620 may then estab-
lish a connection with the first WAP (e.g., via signaling or
communications over the receiver module 205-a and trans-
mitter module 215). In other cases, the WLAN receiver 615
may receive beacons from a plurality of WAPs in the first
WLAN, or may receive beacons from WAPs in multiple
WLANSs. The beacons may be received during one or more
beacon transmission periods, and in some cases may be
received in different slots of a single beacon transmission
period. In these cases, the WLAN connection module 620
may determine which of the WAPs to connect to (e.g., based
on preference or signal strength) and may establish a connec-
tion with a selected one of the WAPs.

In other embodiments, a UE 115 may, upon receiving a
beacon from a WAP: deliver the beacon to other modules of
the UE 115; indicate the presence of the WAP or WL AN to
which the beacon corresponds to a serving network; or indi-
cate the presence of the WAP or WLAN to which the beacon
corresponds to a module of a higher layer (e.g., a software
module) that may use the identity of the WAP or WLAN for
localization.

By way of example, the WLAN receiver 615 may be kept
awake for more than one beacon transmission period when
the WL AN has more than one channel of operation, and when
abeacon transmission period corresponding to one channel of
operation of the WLAN (e.g., a first beacon transmission
period corresponding to a first channel of operation) is fol-
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lowed by a beacon transmission period for another channel of
operation of the WLAN (e.g., a second beacon transmission
period corresponding to a second channel of operation).
When the second beacon transmission period is offset from
the first beacon transmission period by a predetermined offset
time, and the beacon transmission periods are adjacent or
nearly adjacent in time, the WLAN receiver 615 may be
woken in an efficient manner to listen for beacons pertaining
to each of the first and second channels of operation of the
WLAN, thereby conserving power and extending the battery
life of a battery-operated UE. For example, with an offset of
five milliseconds (5 ms), the WLAN receiver 615 may be
woken at time t=0 ms to listen for beacons related to the first
channel of operation, and kept awake through time t=10 ms to
listen for beacons related to the second channel of operation.

In some embodiments of the device 600, the timing refer-
ence identification module 305-¢ and timing reference broad-
cast module 625 may be operated in accord with a non-
WLAN radio technology such as a cellular network or a
satellite network (a first radio technology), and the WLAN
wake up module 610 and WL AN connection module 620 may
be operated in accord with a WLAN radio technology (a
second radio technology).

Turning now to FIG. 7, a block diagram illustrates a device
700, such as a UE, for assisting WLAN discovery in accor-
dance with various embodiments. The device 700 may be an
example of a UE 115 described with reference to FIG. 1 ora
device 200 described with reference to FIG. 2, and in some
cases may have components similar to those described with
reference the devices 300, 400, 500, and/or 600 of FIGS. 2, 3,
4,5, and/or 6. The device 700 may also be a processor. The
device 700 may include a receiver module 205-a, a WLAN
discovery module 210-¢, and/or a transmitter module 215.
Each of these components may be in communication with
each other.

The components of the device 700 may, individually or
collectively, be implemented with one or more application-
specific integrated circuits (ASICs) adapted to perform some
or all of the applicable functions in hardware. Alternatively,
the functions may be performed by one or more other pro-
cessing units (or cores), on one or more integrated circuits. In
other embodiments, other types of integrated circuits may be
used (e.g., Structured/Platform ASICs, Field Programmable
Gate Arrays (FPGAs), and other Semi-Custom ICs), which
may be programmed in any manner known in the art. The
functions of each unit may also be implemented, in whole or
in part, with instructions embodied in a memory, formatted to
be executed by one or more general or application-specific
processors.

The WLAN discovery module 210-¢ may include a timing
reference identification module 305-4, a WLAN wake up
module 610-a, a WLAN connection module 620-a, and a
timing correction identification module 505-a. The timing
reference identification module 305-d, WL AN wake up mod-
ule 610-a, and WL AN connection module 620-g may in some
cases be configured similarly to respective ones of the timing
reference identification module 305-c, WL AN wake up mod-
ule 610, and WL AN connection module 620 shown in FIG. 6.

The timing correction identification module 505-a may
record a beacon receipt time of a beacon received via the
WLAN receiver 615-a from a first WAP. The timing correc-
tion module 505-a may then compute a beacon timing cor-
rection based on the beacon receipt time and a beacon trans-
mission time indicated by a beacon transmission schedule. In
some cases, the beacon timing correction may be a difference
of the beacon receipt time and the beacon transmission time
indicated by the beacon transmission schedule. The timing
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correction identification module 505-a may then transmit the
beacon timing correction via the transmitter module 215.
Alternately, the timing correction identification module
505-a may compare a magnitude of the beacon timing cor-
rection to a threshold, and only transmit the beacon timing
correction when the magnitude of the beacon timing correc-
tion exceeds the threshold. The beacon timing correction may
in some cases be transmitted in a message, which message
may be transmitted by the transmitter module 215. The bea-
con timing correction may ultimately be received and used by
the WAP that transmitted the beacon, to account for skew or
other timing irregularities in the timing reference received by
the WAP, or delays inherent in the circuitry or processes of the
WAP.

FIGS. 8 & 9 illustrate embodiments of the receiver mod-
ules 205 and transmitter modules 215 shown in FIGS. 2, 3, 4,
5, 6, and/or 7. More particularly, FI1G. 8 illustrates a receiver
module 205-¢ including one or more of a cellular receiver
805, a satellite receiver 810, a WLAN receiver 815, and a
wired network receiver 820 (e.g., an Internet connection).
The receiver module 205-c may be an example of the receiver
module 205 described in any of FIGS. 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, and/or 7.

The various receivers 805, 810, 815, 820 may be used, for
example, to receive a timing reference, a beacon timing cor-
rection, or messages regarding same. The cellular receiver
805, satellite receiver 810 or WL AN receiver 815 may also be
used for other wireless communications, and the wired net-
work receiver 820 may be used for other wired communica-
tions.

Because of the tight synchronization of cellular network
components, there are several timing references that may be
received from a cellular network via the cellular receiver 805,
including a frame timing such as radial frame timing or super-
frame timing. The synchronization used by a satellite network
(e.g., a GPS) may also provide a timing reference. Timing
references may also be obtained via the WLAN receiver 815
or wired network receiver 820 (e.g., in terms of a network
timing protocol (NTP)). However, the nature of the protocols
and transmission channels used in WLANs and wired net-
works may tend to decrease the accuracy with which a timing
reference can be provided. It may, however, be useful in some
cases to provide a timing reference over one of these networks
if the timing reference is one that originates from a non-
WLAN radio technology. Messages, such as a message indi-
cating a beacon transmission schedule, may be received via
any of the receivers 805, 810, 815, 820.

FIG. 9 illustrates a transmitter module 215-a. The trans-
mitter module 215-a may be an example of the transmitter
module 215 described with reference to any of FIGS. 2, 3, 4,
5, 6, and/or 7. The transmitter module 215-a may include one
or more of a cellular transmitter 905, a WLAN transmitter
910, and a wired network transmitter 915 (e.g., an Internet
connection). The various transmitters 905, 910, 915 may be
used, for example, to broadcast a beacon indicating the pres-
ence of a network (in the case of a WAP), or to broadcast a
timing reference or beacon transmission schedule.

Referring next to FIG. 10, a block diagram illustrates a
wireless communications system 1000 for assisting network
discovery in accordance with various embodiments. The sys-
tem 1000 may be an example of parts of the system 100
described with reference to FIG. 1. NodeBs 105-a (a type of
base station 105) and radio network controllers (RNCs) 120-a
(atype of base station controller 120) may be parts of wireless
communications system 1000. In the illustrated example, the
system may include a Universal Mobile Telecommunications
System (UMTS) Terrestrial Radio Access Network (UT-
RAN) 1010. A UTRAN 1010 is a collective term for the
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NodeBs 105-a (or base stations) and RNCs 120-a (or base
station controllers) which make up the UMTS radio access
network. This may be a 3 G communications network which
is capable of carrying both real-time circuit switched and
IP-based packet-switched traffic types. The UTRAN 1010
may provide an air interface access method for the UE 115-5,
which may be an example of one of the UEs 115 shown in
FIG. 1 or one of the devices 200, 600, 700 shown in FIG. 2, 6
or 7. The UTRAN 1010 may also provide an air interface
access method for a cellular device such as a femtocell, which
femtocell may in some cases be integrated with a WAP 140-c.
The WAP 140-¢ may be an example of one of the WAPs 140
shown in FIG. 1 or one of the devices 200, 300, 400, 500
shown in FIG. 2, 3, 4 or 5. Connectivity may be provided
between the UE 115-g and the core network 125-a by the
UTRAN1010. The UTRAN 1010 may transport data packets
to multiple UEs 115-5.

The UTRAN 1010 may be connected internally or exter-
nally to other functional entities by a number of interfaces.
The UTRAN 1010 may be in communication with a core
network 125-a via an external interface supported by RNCs
120-a. In addition, the RNCs 120-a may manage a set of base
stations called NodeBs 105-a. RNCs 120-¢ may be in com-
munication with each other, as well. The UTRAN 1010 may
be largely autonomous from the core network 125-a because
the RNCs 120-a may be interconnected. The NodeBs 105-a
may be in wireless communication with the UE 115-4. The
system may be further connected to additional networks (not
shown), such as the access network 145 of FIG. 1, a corporate
intranet, the Internet, or a conventional public switched tele-
phone network, and may transport data packets between each
UE 115-b and such outside networks.

Each RNC 120-¢ may fill multiple roles. First, it may
control the admission of new UEs 115-5 or services attempt-
ing to use the NodeBs 105-a. Second, from the NodeB 105-a,
or base station, point of view, the RNC 120-g¢ may be a
controlling RNC 120-a. Controlling admission may increase
the likelihood that UEs 115-5 are allocated radio resources
(bandwidth and signal/noise ratio) up to what the network has
available. An RNC 120-a may terminate the UE’s 115-b
control plane communications. For example, a radio connec-
tion between the UE 115-b and a NodeB 105-a may enter a
high power state while the UE 115-5 is in a standby state. The
UE 115-5 may initiate a dormancy procedure upon determin-
ing that the count of open transport layer sockets between the
UE 115-b and a server of a network, such as the Internet,
satisfies a threshold. An RNC 120-g may execute the dor-
mancy procedure by terminating the radio connection
between the UE 115-5 and the NodeB 105-a. The NodeBs
105-a and RNC 120-a may provide the same functionality for
a cellular device incorporated into the WAP 140-c.

For an air interface, UMTS often uses a wideband spread-
spectrum mobile air interface known as WCDMA. WCDMA
uses a direct sequence code division multiple access signaling
method (or CDMA) to separate users. WCDMA is a third
generation standard for mobile communications. WCDMA
evolved from GSM (Global System for Mobile Communica-
tions)/GPRS a second generation standard, which is oriented
to voice communications with limited data capability. The
first commercial deployments of WCDMA are based on a
version of the standards called WCDMA Release 99.

The core network 125-a may include a server 1005 for
communicating with the WAP 140-c. In this manner, the
server 1005 and WAP 140-c may exchange timing informa-
tion and other signals (e.g., the server 1005 may provide a
timing reference, beacon transmission schedule or beacon
timing correction to the WAP 140-¢, or the WAP 140-c may
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provide a beacon transmission schedule to the server 1005).
The connection between the server 1005 and the WAP 140-¢
may in some examples be or include a wireless network
connection (e.g., a connection provided over a WLAN) or a
wired network connection, and in some cases may be or
include an Internet connection. If the WAP 140-¢ is integrated
or associated with a cellular device, timing information and
other signals may also be exchanged between one or more of
the NodeBs 105-a and the cellular device integrated or asso-
ciated with the WAP 140-c.

When timing information indicative of when a WAP will
broadcast its beacon is received by the core network 125-a or
UTRAN 1010 (assuming, in the latter case, that the WAP
140-c is integrated or associated with a cellular device), the
timing information may be broadcast to UEs 115-5, thereby
enabling the UEs 115-5 to perform more efficient passive
scans for WAP beacons. A timing reference or other timing
information may also be generated by the UTRAN 1010 and
broadcast to the UEs 115-5.

Referring now to FIG. 11, a block diagram illustrates a
communications system 1100 for assisting WLAN discovery
in accordance with various embodiments. The system 1100
may be an example of aspects of the system 100 depicted in
FIG. 1 or the system 1000 depicted in FIG. 10. The system
1100 may include a base station 105-b, which may be one of
the base stations 105 (or eNodeBs) of FIGS. 1 and/or 10. The
base station 105-b may include antenna(s) 1145, transceiver
module(s) 1150, memory 1170, and a processor module
1165, which each may be in communication, directly or indi-
rectly, with each other (e.g., over one or more buses). The
transceiver module 1150 may be configured to communicate
bi-directionally, via the antenna(s) 1145, with the UE 115-¢,
which may be a multi-mode mobile device. The transceiver
module 1150 (and/or other components of the base station
105-5) may also be configured to communicate bi-direction-
ally with one or more networks. In some cases, the base
station 105-b may communicate with the core network 125-b
through network communications module 1175. Base station
105-5 may be an example of an eNodeB base station, a Home
eNodeB base station, a NodeB base station, and/or a Home
NodeB base station. A controller (not shown) may be inte-
grated into base station 105-5 in some cases, such as with an
eNodeB base station.

Base station 105-5 may also communicate with other base
stations 105, such as base station 105-m and base station
105-n. Each of the base stations 105 may communicate with
UE 115-c using different wireless communications technolo-
gies, such as different radio access technologies. In some
cases, base station 105-b may communicate with other base
stations such as 105-m and/or 105-» utilizing base station
communication module 1115. In some embodiments, base
station 105-6 may communicate with other base stations
through the core network 125-5.

The memory 1170 may include random access memory
(RAM) and read-only memory (ROM). The memory 1170
may also store computer-readable, computer-executable soft-
ware code 1171 containing instructions that are configured to,
when executed, cause the processor module 1165 to perform
various functions. Alternatively, the software 1171 may not
be directly executable by the processor module 1165 but be
configured to cause the computer, e.g., when compiled and
executed, to perform functions described herein.

The processor module 1165 may include an intelligent
hardware device, e.g., a central processing unit (CPU) such as
those made by Intel® Corporation or AMD®, a microcon-
troller, an application-specific integrated circuit (ASIC), etc.
The processor module 1165 may include a speech encoder



US 9,179,397 B2

21

(not shown) configured to receive audio via a microphone,
convert the audio into packets (e.g., 30 ms in length) repre-
sentative of the received audio, provide the audio packets to
the transceiver module 1150, and provide indications of
whether a user is speaking. Alternatively, an encoder may
only provide packets to the transceiver module 1150, with the
provision or withholding/suppression of the packet itself pro-
viding the indication of whether a user is speaking.

The transceiver module 1150 may include a modem con-
figured to modulate the packets and provide the modulated
packets to the antennas 1145 for transmission, and to
demodulate packets received from the antennas 1145. While
some examples of the base station 105-5 may include a single
antenna 1145, the base station 105-5 preferably includes mul-
tiple antennas 1145 for multiple links which may support
carrier aggregation. For example, one or more links may be
used to support macro communications with mobile device
115-a.

According to the system of FIG. 11, the base station 105-b
may further include a communications management module
1130. The communications management module 1130 may
manage communications with other base stations 105. By
way of example, the communications management module
1130 may be a component of the base station 105-5 in com-
munication with some or all of the other components of the
base station 105-bvia abus. Alternatively, functionality of the
communications management module 1130 may be imple-
mented as a component of the transceiver module 1150, as a
computer program product, and/or as one or more controller
elements of the processor module 1165.

In some embodiments, the WL AN discovery module 210-
£, in conjunction with the transceiver module 1150, the anten-
na(s) 1145 and other possible components of base station
105-5, may transmit or receive timing information to/from
the UE 115-¢, to other base stations 105-#/105-, or to core
network 125-b. For example, in some embodiments, the
transceiver module 1150 in conjunction with antennas 1145,
along with other possible components of base station 105-5,
may transmit or broadcast a timing reference or beacon trans-
mission schedule to the UE 115-c. The timing reference and
beacon transmission schedule may enable the UE 115-¢ to
synchronize its receipt of WAP beacons with WAP beacon
transmission, thereby reducing the time and power used by
the UE 115-c¢ to passively or actively scan for beacons of
unknown timing transmitted over a WLAN. The base station
105-5 may in some cases communicate timing information to
the UE 115-¢ using, for example, a control channel (e.g.,
BCCH) within the LTE wireless communication technology.
Similarly, the base station 105-6 may receive timing informa-
tion, such as a beacon timing correction, from the UE 115-c.

In some embodiments, the WL AN discovery module 210-
£, in conjunction with the transceiver module 1150, the anten-
na(s) 1145 and other possible components of base station
105-5 may transmit or receive timing information (e.g., a
timing reference, a beacon transmission schedule or a beacon
timing correction) to/from a cellular device of a WAP 140,
which WAP may be one of the WAPs 140 shown in FIG. 1 or
one of the devices 200, 300, 400, 500 shown in FIG. 2, 3,4 or
5.

Turning now to FIG. 12, a block diagram 1200 illustrates a
UE 115-d for assisting WLAN discovery in accordance with
various embodiments. The UE 115-4 may have any of various
configurations, such as personal computers (e.g., laptop com-
puters, netbook computers, tablet computers, etc.), cellular
telephones, PDAs, digital video recorders (DVRs), internet
appliances, gaming consoles, e-readers, etc. The UE 115-d
may have an internal power supply (not shown), such as a
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small battery, to facilitate mobile operation. In some embodi-
ments, the UE 115-d may be an example of one of the UEs
115 shown in FIGS. 1 and/or 10, or one of the devices 600,
700 shown in FIG. 6 or FIG. 7. The UE 115-d may be a
multi-mode mobile device.

The UE 115-d may include antennas 1240, a transceiver
module 1250, memory 1280, and a processor module 1270,
which each may be in communication, directly or indirectly,
with each other (e.g., via one or more buses). The transceiver
module 1250 may be configured to communicate bi-direc-
tionally, via the antennas 1240 and/or one or more wired or
wireless links, with one or more networks, as described
above. For example, the transceiver module 1250 may be
configured to communicate bi-directionally with base sta-
tions 105 of FIG. 1, FIG. 10 and/or FIG. 11. The transceiver
module 1250 may include a modem configured to modulate
the packets and provide the modulated packets to the antennas
1240 for transmission, and to demodulate packets received
from the antennas 1240. While the UE 115-d may include a
single antenna, the UE 115-d will typically include multiple
antennas 1240 for multiple links.

The memory 1280 may include random access memory
(RAM) and read-only memory (ROM). The memory 1280
may store computer-readable, computer-executable software
code 1285 containing instructions that are configured to,
when executed, cause the processor module 1270 to perform
various functions. Alternatively, the software code 1285 may
not be directly executable by the processor module 1270 but
be configured to cause the computer (e.g., when compiled and
executed) to perform functions described herein.

The processor module 1270 may include an intelligent
hardware device, e.g., a central processing unit (CPU) such as
those made by Intel® Corporation or AMD®, a microcon-
troller, an application-specific integrated circuit (ASIC), etc.
The processor module 1270 may include a speech encoder
(not shown) configured to receive audio via a microphone,
convert the audio into packets (e.g., 30 ms in length) repre-
sentative of the received audio, provide the audio packets to
the transceiver module 1250, and provide indications of
whether a user is speaking. Alternatively, an encoder may
only provide packets to the transceiver module 1250, with the
provision or withholding/suppression of the packet itself pro-
viding the indication of whether a user is speaking.

According to the architecture of FIG. 12, the UE 115-d may
further include a communications management module 1260.
The communications management module 1260 may man-
age communications with other UEs 115. By way of example,
the communications management module 1260 may be a
component of the UE 115-d4 in communication with some or
all of the other components of the UE 115-d via a bus. Alter-
natively, functionality of the communications management
module 1260 may be implemented as a component of the
transceiver module 1250, as a computer program product,
and/or as one or more controller elements of the processor
module 1270.

In some embodiments, a handover module 1225 may be
utilized to perform reselection and handover procedures of
the UE 115-d from one base station to another. For example,
the handover module 1225 may perform a handover proce-
dure of the UE 115-d from signaling carrier to another sig-
naling carrier, a traffic carrier to another traffic carrier and
between a signaling and traffic carrier.

In some embodiments, the WLAN discovery module 210-
g, in conjunction with the transceiver module 1250, the anten-
nas 1240 and other possible components of UE 115-d, may
receive timing information such as a timing reference or
beacon transmission schedule from a base station 105 of FIG.
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1, FIG. 10, and/or FIG. 11. The timing information may assist
the UE 115-d and the WLAN discovery module 210-g in
determining when a WAP is due to transmit its beacon, so that
the WLAN discovery module 210-g may implement efficient
passive scanning for WAP beacons and wake a WLAN
receiver within the transceiver module 1250 over a shorter
scanning window, thereby using less of the power provided
by the UE’s power module 1265 (e.g., a battery).

In some cases, the WLAN discovery module 210-g may
receive an access point beacon via the WLAN receiver of the
transceiver module 1250 and record a beacon receipt time for
the beacon. The WLAN discovery module 210-g may then
compute a beacon timing correction based on 1) the beacon
receipt time, and ii) a beacon transmission time indicated by
the beacon transmission schedule received by the WLAN
discovery module 210-g. In some cases, the beacon timing
correction may be a simple timing difference between the
beacon receipt time and the beacon transmission time indi-
cated by the beacon transmission schedule.

The beacon timing correction may be reported (e.g., trans-
mitted via the transceiver module 1250 and antennas 1240) to
the WAP that transmitted the beacon. In this manner, the
beacon timing correction may be used by the WAP to adjust
the timing of its beacon and/or the timing information that
indicates when it will broadcast its beacon. In some cases, the
magnitude of the beacon timing correction may be compared
to a threshold, and then only reported to the WAP when the
magnitude of the beacon timing correction exceeds the
threshold.

The components of UE 115-d may be configured to imple-
ment other aspects discussed above with respect to device
600, 700 shown in FIG. 6 or 7, and these aspects may not be
repeated here for the sake of brevity.

FIG. 13 is a flow chart illustrating an example of a method
1300 for assisting discovery of a WLAN. For clarity, the
method 1300 is described below with reference to one of the
UEs 115 shown in FIG. 1, 10, 11 or 12 or one of the devices
200, 600, 700 shown in FIG. 2, 6 or 7. In one implementation,
the WLAN discovery module 210 may execute one or more
sets of codes to control the functional elements of a UE 115 to
perform the functions described below.

At block 1305, a timing reference originating from a non-
WLAN radio technology (a first radio technology) may be
received by a UE 115. At block 1310, a WLAN receiver (a
second radio technology) ofthe UE may be awakened accord-
ing to a beacon transmission schedule to listen for a beacon on
the WLAN. The beacon transmission schedule may be based
at least in part on the timing reference.

The method 1300 may provide an efficient way to discover
a WLAN, wherein a UE 115 may receive a timing reference
for discovering a WAP using a non-WLAN radio technology,
and before the UE 115 needs to listen for a beacon on the
WLAN. This may enable the UE 115 to wake a WLAN
receiver of the UE over a shorter period, thereby conserving
power and beacon scanning time. It should be noted that the
method 1300 is just one implementation and that the opera-
tions of the method 1300 may be rearranged or otherwise
modified such that other implementations are possible.

FIG. 14 is a flow chart illustrating one example 1400 of a
more detailed implementation of the method 1300 shown in
FIG. 13. For clarity, the method 1400 is described below with
reference to one of the UEs 115 shown in FIG. 1, 10, 11 or 12
or one of the devices 200, 600, 700 shown in F1G. 2,6 or 7. In
one implementation, the WLAN discovery module 210 may
execute one or more sets of codes to control the functional
elements of a UE 115 to perform the functions described
below.
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Atblock 1405, a timing reference may be received by a UE
115. The timing reference may originate, for example, from a
cellular or satellite network. At block 1410, a WLAN receiver
of'the UE may be woke up to listen for a beacon onthe WLAN
according to a beacon transmission schedule. The beacon
transmission schedule may be based at least in part on the
timing reference.

Atblock 1415, a beacon may be received from a first WAP,
which in some cases may be one of the WAPs 140 shown in
FIG. 1. At block 1420, a beacon timing correction may be
computed and reported to the first WAP. At block 1425, the
WLAN receiver of the UE 115 may be returned to a sleep state
following the beacon transmission period. In some cases, the
return to the sleep state may occur upon expiration of a timer.
At block 1430, the UE 115 may establish a connection with
the first WAP 140.

The method 1400 may provide an efficient way to discover
a WLAN, wherein a UE 115 may receive a timing reference
for discovering a WAP on the WLAN using a cellular or
satellite network, before the UE 115 needs to listen for a
beacon on the WLAN. This may enable the UE 115 to wake
a WLAN receiver of the UE 115 over a shorter period, thereby
conserving power and beacon scanning time. It should be
noted that the method 1400 is just one implementation and
that the operations of the method 1400 may be rearranged or
otherwise modified such that other implementations are pos-
sible.

FIG. 15 is a flow chart illustrating one example of a method
1500 for assisting discovery of a WLAN. For clarity, the
method 1500 is described below with reference to one of the
WAPs 140 shown in FIG. 1 or one of the devices 200, 300,
400, or 500 shown in FIG. 2, 3, 4 or 5. In one implementation,
the WLAN discovery module 210 may execute one or more
sets of codes to control the functional elements of a WAP to
perform the functions described below.

At block 1505, a WAP 140 identifies a timing reference
originating from a non-WLAN radio technology (a first radio
technology). In one example, the timing reference may be a
timing of a cellular network, such as a frame timing. In other
examples, the timing reference may be the timing of a satellite
network or a network protocol timing (NTP). The non-
WLAN radio technology may in some cases be a cellular
network or satellite network. At block 1510, the WAP 140
broadcasts a beacon on a WL AN (a second radio technology)
according to a beacon transmission schedule. The beacon
transmission schedule may be based at least in part on the
timing reference.

Thus, the method 1500 may provide an efficient way to
discover a WLAN, wherein a non-WLAN radio technology is
used to provide a timing reference for broadcasting beacons
over a WLAN radio technology. It should be noted that the
method 1500 is just one implementation and that the opera-
tions of the method 1500 may be rearranged or otherwise
modified such that other implementations are possible.

FIG. 16 is a flow chart illustrating one example 1600 of a
more detailed implementation of the method 1400 shown in
FIG. 15. For clarity, the method 1600 is described below with
reference to one of the WAPs 140 shown in FIG. 1 or one of
the devices 200, 300, 400, or 500 shown in FIG. 2, 3, 4 or 5.
In one implementation, the WLAN discovery module 210
may execute one or more sets of codes to control the func-
tional elements of a WAP to perform the functions described
below.

At block 1605, a timing reference may be identified. The
timing reference may, for example, originate from a cellular
or satellite network. In an LTE environment, and by way of
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example, the timing reference may be the timing of a super-
frame boundary combined with a SFN.

At block 1610, a beacon transmission schedule based on
the timing reference may be broadcast over the cellular or
satellite network to one or more UEs, such as one or more of
the UEs 115 shown in FIGS. 1, 10, and/or 12 or any of the
devices 200, 600, or 700, shown in F1G. 2, 6, or 7. Inan LTE
embodiment where the timing reference is the timing of a
superframe boundary combined with a SFN, the start of the
beacon transmission period may be tied to the start of the SFN
(e.g., the beacon transmission period may start each time the
SFN modulo 20 is equal to zero).

When multiple WAPs are able to send beacons and data
over the same channel of operation of the WLAN, beacon
overlap may be avoided if the beacon transmission schedule
defines a beacon transmission period (or beacon transmission
window), and if each WAP broadcasts its beacon at a random
or pseudo-random time within the beacon transmission
period. For purposes of this disclosure, a “random” time is
defined to include a “pseudo-random” time (e.g., a time based
on arandom enough seed value). Inthese cases, the size of the
beacon transmission period may be set based on an estimated
number of beacon transmissions in a geographic area. As will
be explained in the context of FIG. 17, beacon overlap may
also be avoided by transmitting the beacons of different
WAPs in different slots of the beacon transmission period.

Atblock 1615, a beacon timing correction originated from
one or more of the UEs 115 may be received. The beacon
timing correction may identify a difference between 1) a
beacon receipt time of one or more of the UEs (e.g., a single
beacon receipt time or an average of multiple beacon receipt
times), and 2) a beacon transmission time indicated by the
beacon transmission schedule. The beacon timing correction
may be used by the WAP to account for skew or other timing
irregularities in its copy of the timing reference, or delays
inherent in the circuitry or processes of the WAP.

Thus, the method 1600 may provide an efficient way to
discovera WL AN, wherein a cellular or satellite network may
be used to provide a timing reference and beacon transmis-
sion schedule for broadcasting beacons over a WLAN. It
should be noted that the method 1600 is just one implemen-
tation and that the operations of the method 1600 may be
rearranged or otherwise modified such that other implemen-
tations are possible.

FIG. 17 is a flow chart illustrating another example 1700 of
a more detailed implementation of the method 1500 shown in
FIG. 15. For clarity, the method 1700 is described below with
reference to one of the WAPs 140 shown in FIG. 1 or one of
the devices 200, 300, 400, or 500 shown in FIG. 2, 3, 4 or 5.
In one implementation, the WLAN discovery module 210
may execute one or more sets of codes to control the func-
tional elements of a WAP to perform the functions described
below.

At block 1705, a timing reference originating from a cel-
Iular network may be identified. In some examples, the timing
reference may be received from an eNodeB via a back-end
server that may be part of a cellular core network. In other
examples, the timing reference may be received during a boot
up procedure from the back-end server. In these examples, the
timing reference may be received according to a network time
protocol (NTP). In still other examples, the timing reference
may be received from a UE via the WLAN. In the latter
instance, the UE may function as a form of mobile base
station (or base station proxy) of the cellular core network.

At block 1710, a hash function may be performed on a
media access control (MAC) address of the WAP, and at block
1715, a time slot within a beacon transmission period of a
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beacon transmission schedule may be selected based on the
hashed MAC address. As described in the context of FIG. 3,
this may reduce the likelihood of WAPs broadcasting their
beacons at the same time, which may leave UEs unable to
decipher their beacons.

At block 1720, a beacon may be inserted into a selected
time slot, and at block 1725, the beacon may be broadcast to
a UE according to a beacon transmission schedule based at
least in part on the timing reference, and on the selected
timing slot.

Thus, the method 1700 may provide an efficient way to
discover a WL AN, wherein a cellular network may be used to
provide a timing reference for broadcasting beacons over a
WLAN. It should be noted that the method 1700 is just one
implementation and that the operations of the method 1700
may be rearranged or otherwise modified such that other
implementations are possible.

The detailed description set forth above in connection with
the appended drawings describes exemplary embodiments
and does not represent the only embodiments that may be
implemented or that are within the scope of the claims. The
term “exemplary” used throughout this description means
“serving as an example, instance, or illustration,” and not
“preferred” or “advantageous over other embodiments.” The
detailed description includes specific details for the purpose
of providing an understanding of the described techniques.
These techniques, however, may be practiced without these
specific details. In some instances, well-known structures and
devices are shown in block diagram form in order to avoid
obscuring the concepts of the described embodiments.

Techniques described herein may be used for various wire-
less communications systems such as CDMA, TDMA,
FDMA, OFDMA, SC-FDMA, WLAN and other systems.
The terms “system” and “network™ are often used inter-
changeably. A CDMA system may implement a radio tech-
nology such as CDMA2000, Universal Terrestrial Radio
Access (UTRA), etc. CDMA2000 covers [S-2000, [S-95, and
1S-856 standards. IS-2000 Releases 0 and A are commonly
referred to as CDMA2000 1X, 1X, etc. IS-856 (TIA-856) is
commonly referred to as CDMA2000 1xEV-DO, High Rate
Packet Data (HRPD), etc. UTRA includes Wideband CDMA
(WCDMA) and other variants of CDMA. A TDMA system
may implement a radio technology such as Global System for
Mobile Communications (GSM). An OFDMA system may
implement a radio technology such as Ultra Mobile Broad-
band (UMB), Evolved UTRA (E-UTRA), IEEE 802.11 (Wi-
Fi), IEEE 802.16 (WiMAX), IEEE 802.20, Flash-OFDM,
etc. UTRA and E-UTRA are part of Universal Mobile Tele-
communication System (UMTS). 3GPP Long Term Evolu-
tion (LTE) and LTE-Advanced (LTE-A) are new releases of
UMTS that use E-UTRA. UTRA, E-UTRA, UMTS, LTE,
LTE-A, and GSM are described in documents from an orga-
nization named “3rd Generation Partnership Project”
(3GPP). CDMA2000 and UMB are described in documents
from an organization named “3rd Generation Partnership
Project 2” (3GPP2). An WLAN system may implement a
radio technology based on the IEEE 802.11 (Wi-Fi) standard.
The techniques described herein may be used for the systems
and radio technologies mentioned above as well as other
systems and radio technologies. The description below, how-
ever, describes LTE and Wi-Fi systems for purposes of
example, and LTE and Wi-Fi terminology is used in much of
the description below, although the techniques are applicable
beyond LTE and Wi-Fi applications.

Information and signals may be represented using any of a
variety of different technologies and techniques. For
example, data, instructions, commands, information, signals,
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bits, symbols, and chips that may be referenced throughout
the above description may be represented by voltages, cur-
rents, electromagnetic waves, magnetic fields or particles,
optical fields or particles, or any combination thereof.

The various illustrative blocks and modules described in
connection with the disclosure herein may be implemented or
performed with a general-purpose processor, a digital signal
processor (DSP), an application specific integrated circuit
(ASIC), a field programmable gate array (FPGA) or other
programmable logic device, discrete gate or transistor logic,
discrete hardware components, or any combination thereof
designed to perform the functions described herein. A gen-
eral-purpose processor may be a microprocessor, but in the
alternative, the processor may be any conventional processor,
controller, microcontroller, or state machine. A processor
may also be implemented as a combination of computing
devices, e.g., a combination of a DSP and a microprocessor,
multiple microprocessors, one or more microprocessors in
conjunction with a DSP core, or any other such configuration.

The functions described herein may be implemented in
hardware, software executed by a processor, firmware, or any
combination thereof. If implemented in software executed by
a processor, the functions may be stored on or transmitted
over as one or more instructions or code on a computer-
readable medium. Other examples and implementations are
within the scope and spirit of the disclosure and appended
claims. For example, due to the nature of software, functions
described above can be implemented using software executed
by a processor, hardware, firmware, hardwiring, or combina-
tions of any of these. Features implementing functions may
also be physically located at various positions, including
being distributed such that portions of functions are imple-
mented at different physical locations. Also, as used herein,
including in the claims, “or”” as used in a list of items prefaced
by “at least one of” indicates a disjunctive list such that, for
example, a list of “at least one of A, B, or C” means A or B or
Cor AB or AC or BC or ABC (i.e., A and B and C).

Computer-readable media includes both computer storage
media and communication media including any medium that
facilitates transfer of a computer program from one place to
another. A storage medium may be any available medium that
can be accessed by a general purpose or special purpose
computer. By way of example, and not limitation, computer-
readable media can comprise RAM, ROM, EEPROM, CD-
ROM or other optical disk storage, magnetic disk storage or
other magnetic storage devices, or any other medium that can
be used to carry or store desired program code means in the
form of instructions or data structures and that can be
accessed by a general-purpose or special-purpose computer,
or a general-purpose or special-purpose processor. Also, any
connection is properly termed a computer-readable medium.
For example, if the software is transmitted from a website,
server, or other remote source using a coaxial cable, fiber
optic cable, twisted pair, digital subscriber line (DSL), or
wireless technologies such as infrared, radio, and microwave,
then the coaxial cable, fiber optic cable, twisted pair, DSL, or
wireless technologies such as infrared, radio, and microwave
are included in the definition of medium. Disk and disc, as
used herein, include compact disc (CD), laser disc, optical
disc, digital versatile disc (DVD), floppy disk and blu-ray disc
where disks usually reproduce data magnetically, while discs
reproduce data optically with lasers. Combinations of the
above are also included within the scope of computer-read-
able media.

The previous description of the disclosure is provided to
enable a person skilled in the art to make or use the disclosure.
Various modifications to the disclosure will be readily appar-
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ent to those skilled in the art, and the generic principles
defined herein may be applied to other variations without
departing from the spirit or scope of the disclosure. Through-
out this disclosure the term “example” or “exemplary” indi-
cates an example or instance and does not imply or require
any preference for the noted example. Thus, the disclosure is
not to be limited to the examples and designs described herein
but is to be accorded the widest scope consistent with the
principles and novel features disclosed herein.

What is claimed is:

1. A method for assisting discovery of a wireless local area
network (WLAN), comprising:

identifying, by a user equipment (UE), a timing reference

originating from a first radio technology, the first radio
technology being a non-WLAN radio technology; and
waking a WLAN receiver according to a first beacon trans-
mission schedule to listen for a beacon on the WLAN,
the first beacon transmission schedule based at least in
part on the timing reference, and the first beacon trans-
mission schedule comprising a smaller time window
than a second expected beacon transmission schedule.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein the first beacon trans-
mission schedule indicates when a beacon transmission
period occurs on the WLAN.

3. The method of claim 2, further comprising:

receiving a beacon from a first wireless access point (WAP)

in a first WL AN during one or more beacon transmission
periods; and

establishing a connection with the first WAP in the WLAN.

4. The method of claim 2, further comprising:

receiving a plurality of beacons during a single beacon

transmission period, the plurality of beacons being
received from a plurality of wireless access points
(WAPs) in a first WLAN.

5. The method of claim 2, further comprising:

returning the WL AN receiver to a sleep state following the

beacon transmission period.

6. The method of claim 2, wherein the beacon transmission
period corresponds to a first channel of operation of the
WLAN, the method further comprising:

keeping the WL AN receiver awake during a second beacon

transmission period corresponding to a second channel
of operation of the WL AN, the second beacon transmis-
sion period following the first beacon transmission
period.

7. The method of claim 6, further comprising:

keeping the WLAN receiver awake during an offset

between the beacon transmission period and the second
beacon transmission period, the offset based on atleast a
time to tune the WLAN receiver from the first channel to
the second channel.

8. The method of claim 1, further comprising:

receiving the first beacon transmission schedule from a

source comprising the non-WLAN radio technology.

9. The method of claim 1, further comprising:

transmitting the timing reference to one or more wireless

access points (WAPs) in a first WLAN.

10. The method of claim 1, wherein the timing reference is
a timing of a cellular network or a satellite network.

11. The method of claim 1, further comprising:

recording a beacon receipt time of a beacon received via the

WLAN receiver from a first wireless access point
(WAP);
computing a beacon timing correction based on the beacon
receipt time and a beacon transmission time indicated by
the first beacon transmission schedule; and
transmitting the beacon timing correction.
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12. The method of claim 1, further comprising:

recording a beacon receipt time of a beacon received via the
WLAN receiver from a first wireless access point
(WAP);

computing a beacon timing correction based on the beacon
receipt time and a beacon transmission time indicated by
the first beacon transmission schedule;
comparing a magnitude of the beacon timing correction to
a threshold; and

transmitting the beacon timing correction when the mag-
nitude of the beacon timing correction exceeds the
threshold.

13. The method of claim 1, further comprising:

selecting the timing reference from among a plurality of

available timing references.

14. A user equipment (UE) for assisting discovery of a
wireless local area network (WLAN), comprising:

a processor; and

amemory in electronic communication with the processor,

the memory embodying instructions, the instructions be
executable by the processor to:
identify a timing reference originating from a first radio
technology, the first radio technology being a non-
WLAN radio technology; and

wake a WLAN receiver according to a first beacon trans-
mission schedule to listen for a beacon on the WLAN,
the first beacon transmission schedule based at least in
part on the timing reference, and the first beacon trans-
mission schedule comprising a smaller time window
than a second expected beacon transmission schedule.

15. The UE of claim 14, wherein the first beacon transmis-
sion schedule indicates when a beacon transmission period
occurs on the WLAN.

16. The UE of claim 15, wherein the instructions are
executable by the processor to:

receive a beacon from a first wireless access point (WAP) in

a first WLAN during one or more beacon transmission
periods; and

establish a connection with the first WAP in the WLAN.

17. The UE of claim 15, wherein the instructions are
executable by the processor to:

receive a plurality of beacons during a single beacon trans-

mission period, the plurality of beacons being received
from a plurality of wireless access points (WAPs) in a
first WLAN.

18. The UE of claim 15, wherein the instructions are
executable by the processor to:

return the WL AN receiver to a sleep state following the

beacon transmission period.

19. The UE of claim 15, wherein the beacon transmission
period corresponds to a first channel of operation of the
WLAN, and wherein the instructions are executable by the
processor to:

keep the WL AN receiver awake during a second beacon

transmission period corresponding to a second channel
of'operation of the WL AN, the second beacon transmis-
sion period following the first beacon transmission
period.

20. The UE of claim 19, wherein the beacon transmission
period corresponds to a first channel of operation of the
WLAN, and wherein the instructions are executable by the
processor to:

keep the WL AN receiver awake during an offset between

the beacon transmission period and the second beacon
transmission period, the offset based on at least a time to
tune the WLAN receiver from the first channel to the
second channel.
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21. The UE of claim 14, wherein the instructions are
executable by the processor to:
receive the first beacon transmission schedule from a
source comprising the non-WLAN radio technology.
5 22. The UE of claim 14, wherein the instructions are
executable by the processor to:

transmit the timing reference to one or more wireless

access points (WAPs) in a first WLAN.
23. The UE of claim 14, wherein the timing reference is a
timing of a cellular network or a satellite network.
24. The UE of claim 14, wherein the instructions are
executable by the processor to:
record a beacon receipt time of a beacon received via the
WLAN receiver from a first wireless access point
(WAP);

compute a beacon timing correction based on the beacon
receipt time and a beacon transmission time indicated by
the first beacon transmission schedule; and
transmit the beacon timing correction.
25. The UE of claim 14, wherein the instructions are
executable by the processor to:
record a beacon receipt time of a beacon received via the
WLAN receiver from a first wireless access point
(WAP);

compute a beacon timing correction based on the beacon
receipt time and a beacon transmission time indicated by
the first beacon transmission schedule;

compare a magnitude of the beacon timing correction to a

threshold; and

transmit the beacon timing correction when the magnitude

of the beacon timing correction exceeds the threshold.

26. The UE of claim 14, wherein the instructions are
executable by the processor to:

select the timing reference from among a plurality of avail-

able timing references.

27. A user equipment (UE) for assisting discovery of a
wireless local area network (WLAN), comprising:

means for identifying a timing reference originating from a

first radio technology, the first radio technology being a
non-WLAN radio technology; and

means for waking a WLAN receiver according to a first

beacon transmission schedule to listen for a beacon on
the WL AN, the first beacon transmission schedule based
at least in part on the timing reference, and the first
beacon transmission schedule comprising a smaller time
window than a second expected beacon transmission
schedule.

28. The UE of claim 27, wherein the first beacon transmis-
sion schedule indicates when a beacon transmission period
occurs on the WLAN.

29. The UE of claim 28, further comprising:

means for receiving a beacon from a first wireless access

point (WAP) in a first WL AN during one or more beacon
transmission periods; and

means for establishing a connection with the first WAP in

the WLAN.

30. The UE of claim 28, further comprising:

means for returning the WLAN receiver to a sleep state

following the beacon transmission period.

31. The UE of claim 27, wherein the timing reference is a
timing of a cellular network or a satellite network.

32. A computer program product for assisting discovery of
a wireless local area network (WL AN), the computer pro-
gram product comprising a non-transitory computer-readable
medium storing instructions executable by a processor to:
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identify, by a user equipment (UE), a timing reference
originating from a first radio technology, the first radio
technology being a non-WLAN radio technology; and

wake a WLAN receiver according to a first beacon trans-
mission schedule to listen for a beacon on the WLAN,
the first beacon transmission schedule based at least in
part on the timing reference, and the first beacon trans-
mission schedule comprising a smaller time window
than a second expected beacon transmission schedule.

33. The computer program product of claim 32, wherein
the first beacon transmission schedule indicates when a bea-
con transmission period occurs on the WLAN.

34. The computer program product of claim 33, wherein
the instructions are executable by the processor to:

receive a beacon from a first wireless access point (WAP) in

a first WLAN during one or more beacon transmission
periods; and

establish a connection with the first WAP in the WLAN.

35. The computer program product of claim 33, wherein
the instructions are executable by the processor to:

return the WL AN receiver to a sleep state following the

beacon transmission period.
36. The computer program product of claim 32, wherein
the timing reference is a timing of a cellular network or a
satellite network.
37. A method for assisting discovery of a wireless local
area network (WLAN), comprising:
identifying a timing reference originating from a first radio
technology, the first radio technology being a non-
WLAN radio technology; and

broadcasting a beacon on the WLAN according to a first
beacon transmission schedule, the first beacon transmis-
sion schedule based at least in part on the timing refer-
ence, and the first beacon transmission schedule com-
prising a smaller time window than a second expected
beacon transmission schedule.

38. The method of claim 37, further comprising:

receiving the timing reference from a source comprising

the non-WLAN radio technology.

39. The method of claim 37, further comprising:

receiving the timing reference from a back-end server

according to a network time protocol (NTP).

40. The method of claim 37, further comprising:

receiving the timing reference on the WLAN from a user

equipment (UE).

41. The method of claim 37, further comprising:

receiving the first beacon transmission schedule from a

source comprising the non-WLAN radio technology.

42. The method of claim 37, further comprising:

broadcasting the first beacon transmission schedule to one

or more user equipments (UEs) using the non-WLAN
radio technology.

43. The method of claim 37, wherein the first beacon trans-
mission schedule indicates when a beacon transmission
period occurs on the WL AN, the method further comprising:
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selecting one of a plurality of time slots within the beacon
transmission period to broadcast the beacon; and
inserting the beacon into the selected time slot.
44. The method of claim 43, wherein selecting one of the
plurality of time slots comprises:
performing a hash function on a media access control
(MAC) address.
45. The method of claim 37, wherein:
the first beacon transmission schedule indicates when a
beacon transmission period occurs on the WLAN; and
broadcasting the beacon comprises broadcasting the bea-
con at a random time within the beacon transmission
period.
46. The method of claim 37, further comprising:
receiving a beacon timing correction; and
broadcasting the beacon according to the beacon timing
correction.
47. The method of claim 37, wherein the timing reference
is a timing of a cellular network or a satellite network.
48. The method of claim 37, further comprising:
selecting the timing reference from among a plurality of
available timing references.
49. A wireless access point (WAP) for assisting discovery
of a wireless local area network (WLAN), comprising:
a processor; and
memory in electronic communication with the processor,
the memory embodying instructions, the instructions
being executable by the processor to:
identify a timing reference originating from a first radio
technology, the first radio technology being a non-
WLAN radio technology; and
broadcast a beacon on the WLAN according to a first
beacon transmission schedule, the first beacon transmis-
sion schedule based at least in part on the timing refer-
ence, and the first beacon transmission schedule com-
prising a smaller time window than a second expected
beacon transmission schedule.
50. The WAP of claim 49, wherein the instructions are
executable by the processor to:
receive the timing reference from a source comprising the
non-WLAN radio technology.
51. The WAP of claim 49, wherein the instructions are
executable by the processor to:
receive the timing reference from a back-end server
according to a network time protocol (NTP).
52. The WAP of claim 49, wherein the instructions are
executable by the processor to:
receive the timing reference on the WLAN from a user
equipment (UE).
53. The WAP of claim 49, wherein the instructions are
executable by the processor to:
receive the first beacon transmission schedule from a
source.



